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28 January, 1741, 


Major General Anſtruther attending 
(according to Order,) wwas called in, 
and being ſevorn, was ſhewed the 
Lift of the ſeveral Officers upon the 
Eſtabliſhment of Minorca, uhereby 
it appears what Number of then 
are abſent, and the Nature of their * 
reſpective Offices, and was direbied 
to give the Reaſons (as far at he 
knew) which occaſioned their A. 


ſence. 


TY the Karl of Hartford Governor; 

0 ſay s, the Occaſion of his Abſence 
is from being Infirm, and nat able to 
Travel, and from that Infirmity he has 
never been able to go to the Ifland. 


7 the Lieutenant Governor ( viz.) 
himſelf, ſays, Im abſent by his Ma- 
zeſty's Leave. _ 


— 
-— ow 
„ | _- % 
| 4 wy 


When did you come away from 


hs 


> <4 left the Iſland * I 15th or 16th 
of February laſt; I cannot be poſitive 
which, but it 110 one of thoſe Days. 
. Upon what Account did you 
leave the Iſlandʒ̃d̃ 

A had Leave Pen my own Ar- 
"plication. JE 

L. By what Order did you come 
away? 

A. The "Poon that all Officers "8 
comes regularly from the Secretary at 
War. 

Q. Whether you made the Appli- 
cation for coming Home your ſelf, and 
to whom you made it? 

A. I made it in the Way all ap- 
plications are made; to the Secretary 
at War: I have the de of Abſence 
in my Pocket ſent to me by the Seere - 


taty at Wer by the King s Order. 


Which he produced, al the fame 
was Read, . 2 


— | 
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| On whom did the Command 
devolve, upon your coming away ? 
A. The Command always devolves 
upon the oldeft commanding Officer, 
and that was Brigadier Paget. | 
. As this was a conditional Leave, 
whether you were under any Appre- 
henſions of an Attack from the pa- 
niards ; or whether the Deſign of the 
Spaniards had actually been Rid aſide 
when you left the Iſland? 
A. I underſtood any Leave of Ab- 
ſence to be conditional, that I had no 
Leave of Abſence, if I was under any 
Apprehenſion of the Iſlands being at- 
tacked: Before I left the Ifland I had 
certain Intelligence of the Enemies 
having carried off part of their Can- 
non, part of their Mortars, and part 
of their Troops from Majorca, which 
was the Place from which they deſign- 
ed to attack the Iſland. * =" "OI" 
Whether before you left the 
Hand you had any Correſpondence 
with Admiral Haqdock, or conſulted 


[6] 
| FR 4 

hip fo as to know his Thoughts gyith 
degard to the Spanigrds having laid 
alide their Deſign to attack the Headz 
A. Tho I was very ſure from m 
own Intelligence the Deſign was laie 
aſide for that time, yet I applied to 
Mr Hadgock to know if he had any 
Intelligence to the contrary, who, 
agreed with me, and that he had none. 
. What Quantity of Cannon was 
carried away, and what remained at 
Majorca? I 1 
A. As to the Quantity that was 
carried from thence I cannot be poſi- 


tiye; what was brought from Barce- 
Jon thither I knew exactly, as well as 
the Number of Mortars. 'There were 
2500 Men carried back from March 
to. Barcehno along with Part of the 
_ 8. Whether the Report of Minor- 
ca's being in Danger of an Attack from 
the Spanrgrds did not ceaſe juſt at the 
tima, or a little after the time, that 
the $pan/b Squadron ſail d from Cadiz 
to the Meſt-Indies. "7 "= "_ 


„ 


— 
. 


SEM 


2 1 think What been the 
Iſtands being attack d at that time Was, 
five Ships hat Mr 22 brought 
from Citrober, which he conceived to 
be Force enough to prevent an At- 
tack being made upon the "ek 
Intelligence was, that t 
to come into the land Wh dy 
of 16000 Nan, +. 099 where | were 
to core from Barcelonn, an 790 
from J eee; after this Mr Hi 55 
Came u with Is Shi; ips, and 

me 2 was * e 
Red the 1 en n 1155 
4s 5 the Time of the Re = 

A. The Fleet ſailec A* time a 
that, about three Weeks or a Month 


after that, to the beſt of 1 my Remem- 
brance, 


2, At what. Tube . Me Had 
doth's 8 Ship $. come to- Minorca: 55798 


IE 5 72 cha my Menmay 
1 the e Fi l ? 5 * of 


** * * © + © . FEEL l 
1 ) . : FS». . ! 7 L - 1 to wt 1. 2 
1 > » 
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Q Wbetber i in your O pinion 16,006 
Men are neceſſary to make the Siege 
of Fort St Philipꝰ Or whether 10,000 
are not ſufficient ! er: >" 
A. If it's agreed, as the S aniards 
believed, tHat the Peo ple of the Iſland 
are in their: Intereſt, 7 85 the noble 
Duke faysI believe might be ſufficient, 
becauſe when thoſe Troops were to 
come oyer, by my Intelligence, there 
were Arms for 50, ooo Men, that it's 

fible they imagined the Iſland would 
-_—_ them with ; which makes me 
believe they did think the People of 
the Ifland would have joined them. 
But had that Number of Men been in 
the Intereſt of the Eng/z/b, the noble 
Duke knows 16,000 Men would ſcarce 
be ſufficient. 

"RW hether the Iſland can't be at- 
tacked from Barcelona? 

A To be ſure the Iſland can | be at- 
tack d from any Part of Spain. © 

OS Whether the Number of Troops 
left in Majorca were ſufficient to make 
* fear any Danger? A. 


911 


A. I apprehend no Danger from 
the Troops left in Majors. 
L. Whether the Commiſſion you 
haye, as Lieutenant Governor, gives 
you the ſame Powers as the Governor 
would have if he was preſent? 

4. IT underſtand it does. 6: 

2 Acquaint the Houſe with the 
Nature of. theſe Powers ? only 
A. The Civil Government of. that 
Iſland is carried on by Judges, of the 
King's Nomination, Natives of the 
Iſland ; they are governed by their 
own Laws, the Governor has a Power 
upon the - Judges (being of different 
Opinions) to agree with thoſe whoſe 
Opinions he thinks are beſt. 
Q. Had Colonel Paget, upon your 
going away, the ſame Powers which 

you had when you were preſent * 

4. I underſtand he had. It has 
been the Cuſtom there, that any Com- 
mandant, in the Abſence of the Gover- 
nor, and Lieutenant Governor, exer- 
ciſed the ſame Powers. 


414 1 
I. 4 . o © £ . 
Y * 


261 
*. Has the Commandant thele Pow- 
ers in the Abſence of the Lieutenant 


Governor of Coutſe, or has he any 
r Commilſion for that Tn 


| 1 I do not andeeftand he has any 
particular Commiſſion for them. 

Q. Whether you, when you are 
there, act by a military Commiſſion, 
or by a particular Commiſſion as Lieu- 
tenant 5overnor?ꝰ 


A. I Af by Commiſſion "wer 1 


Mai ſty as a Lieutenant Governour. 
Whether in Caſe the Iſland ſtood 
Neuter, 10,000 Men were ſufficient 
to form a Siege, and ſucceed in itꝰ 

A. As to the Succeſs of a 
5 ie fay ; but 1 Thould think if the 

were complete 10,000 Men 
won ol find great at Difficuly in Conquere 
ing the Fort. 

2. Whether Admiral Haddock had 
_ = that time, ſufficient Numbers 
of Ships to prevent any Atte 
the Iſland, Lotus the — had 
been ſuperior at Sea? T 


1 


N 
7 
- 
* 
J 
* Ca 
I 
0 
a. ry g 
£3 
1 
2 
B 
"5H 

* 

8 
9 
> 
* 

5 
—_— 
* = 

* 


\ 
þ 
"I 
- 
9 
” 

* E 
A 
4 5 
44 - 
4:20 
1 

* 
"= 
"1 
by 
9 
* 
* 
1 
o 


> : = 
- „. 


L111 


A Tis my Apprehenſion while 
there. is a F leet in the Lede ade 


ſuperior to the Spany/h F leet, any At- 


tempt. upon the Iſland will never be 
— there s no Manner of doubt of 
it; for 1 believe nothing but Mr Had. 
dock's coming with five Ships, as 1 
mentioned before, prevented the At- 
tacx.- Ne nt I 
| 2 What is your Opinion of the 
Diſpoſition and Temper of the People; 
whether they would have ſided with 
the Spaniards if an Attack had been 
BE... ( 
A. The People in that Iſland, fines 
it has been in the Poſſeſſion of the 


Engliſh, have been much 8 75 than 


ever they were formerly, and greatly 
Richer; notwithſtanding which, I may 
venture to aſſure their Lordſhips, that 
they would join the Spaniards. © BY 
. Whether the State of the Eſtas 
bliſhment laid before the Houfe, which 
you have in your Hand, is the ſame - 
J 


abſent at that Times and what Num- 


£67 
now as it was when you left the 
Iſland; | and what. Variations, if any? 
1 One of the Secretary's I brought 
2 with me from the Iſland; there's 


ort Major has had his Majeſty's 
Leave very ately. IF: don't know of 


any other Alteration, - 2 6M 
Whether the Regiments were 


5 comp lete, as to Men. and Officers, 


when you. left the Tlland ?£o © 
A. No my Lords, but there f may be 


f 1d before your Lordſhips an Account 


of the Men raiſed for the different Re- 

iments in that Iſland fince the late 
. which I make no doubt 
would | convince their Lordfhips that 
there has been no Neglect: But the 
Death and Deſertion of the Men that 


are liſted Here, for that, Place; make 


y 
It impracticable to keep them com- 


pln in the common way of Recruits 
ng 


ere, 
DS What N une of Officers were 


ber 


[13] 
ber of Men were wanting to > complete | 
the Regiments ? 

A. I really cannot acquaint their 
Lordſhips with that upon Memory, 
but there's an Account of that in the 
Returns that were ſent from the Iſlandꝰ 

Q. Whereabouts was the 8 
of Officers and Men wanting? 
A. Tknow there were a great many 
Men wanting; I believe near 700. | 

J. What Numb of Officers? 

A. I can't recollect, but I dae 
not ſo many Officers as Nen in { propors 
tion. 
ty Whether this was not, at'that 
Time, a Number of Recruits raiſed, 
and ſome upon the Sea goin thither? 
4 To be ſure there are always Ne- 
cruits going tbither; J have ſent” 40 
Men within this fortnight, and have a 
great many more to LO, 

9. Whether you think it's poſſible 
for the Regiments at Port Mahon. to 
be perpetually full, and whether there 
is a Fund ſufficient to keep them ſo? 

| A, 


[14] 
A. lt's utterly Impoſſible; t 
may be an = ſaid — * — 
Lordſhips of Recruits which Coſt the 
Captain forty Pounds a Man. 
ER Whether it's poſſible to 8 
the Regiments - more complete than 
they were when you left the Wand : p 
A. To. be ſure they may be more 
complete; but we were, under ſome 
Mis tunes of. loſing Recruits in 
theic going thither. 
++: Whether you do not chin there 
might. have been. ſuch Methods taken 
as would have kept thoſe Regiments 
3 as other We are 
pt 
A. In Place of Rectuiting in che 
ordinary Way, if there bad been 
Draughts ſent pnce a Year to complete 
thoſe Regiments, to be ſure they 
wou d have been more complete than 
they now ate, tho there are many Ob- 
jections to the e of en 
ments. 


' 


a. 
4 
” 
8 
* 
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Q. Whether you ever met with any 
one Colonel that did not complain 
_— his Regiment Was Draught» 
ed | 

A 1 believe there's no Colonel of 
a Regiment that inclines to have his 
iment draughted. 

Whether you yourſelf, i in your 
Correſpondence. _ have not com- 
plained of the Number of Otticees alt 
ſont, and Men wanting? 

A. I have repreſented that thee 
were too many Officers wanting, and 
that the were not complete. 

. Whether you have not dom 
plained of it often? 

CA. [ have cepreſented 1 5 but upon 
my Memory can't tel whether once er 
5 tio. 

2. What A did you. 1040 
ceive 7 - N 3 51 

= 2 _— fi Ouaiplaine His 
4 Majeſty Sr to Ordera Draught 
of Men from Ireland to complete the 
ſn I found in the Iſland. I was 


aſter- 


[ 26 ] 


afterwards told, that the proper Or- 
ders were given to thoſe * Offi- 
eers to repair to their Poſts. 

2. Whether you found any Effect 

of thoſe Orders that you were told 
were given £ au. 

A. Upon thoſe des: ſeveral Off 
cers attended, but not all. 
v Whether you do not know that 
Orders were ſeveral times publiſh” din 
the Gazette for all Officers to repair to 
Minorca, notwithſtanding any Leave 


not wrote te the Commanding Officers 
of the Regiments there, and particu- 
larly of your own Regiment; ac- 


ſuch Officers as did not attend E 


thoſe Orders? 
A. I know has Orders were e given, 


and upon thoſe Orders ſeveral Officers 


did attend. I ſent over from Time 


to Time a Return of the abſent Offi- 


cers, and of the Non- effective Men, 


2 by 


of Abſence; and whether Letters were 


quainting them with thoſ Orders, and 
directing them to make Returns of 


* *— * . ak 8 . * * . 1 
D > a Cn 
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by which the Secretary at War might 
readily xn Who did obey thoſe Or- 
ders, and who did not. 4 — 
Whether upon the repeated Ac- 
counts and Returns you made —— the 
Officets abſent, you ever heard that 
any of the Officers 'abſenting them- 
les in \ this Manner, wete ever 
brought: to #'Contt<Martial? 
A. Une of none being brought 
to a in that Iſtand for 
that Crime. c * 
Wye" Whethet 501 ins erer heard 
from England, chat any of them were 
brought to a rt- Martial. 
. About ſeven Vears ago I nad an 
Officer i in my Regiment-broke for diſ- 
obeying the King's Order to attend his 
Poſt: I had another Example _ 
than that, about ten Months ago. 
2 Whether you now have the laſt 
Resin you made of Men and Officers 
wanting? an Wr | ts WOT 4; 
* The Retivhs: ue in ade wa 
Office. | 1 a | 
6 C Then 


Hi and Theo 


[48] 
* \ Thenhy. froceeded to the next Officer 
AO zun the Liſt, the, Gommiſſary 
General of thei Stones and Pros 
>". yore, the Lord Vt fon pot; Irwin, 
at auh ig abſent, and  fays;: Thot 
, ee has been always execiſted 


0 1 Deu. pins 


ITbe next upon — Lifti 4s the Deputy 
Fudge Advocate and Commi wo 2 
E the Muſters, Hin Anthony | 
1! comb, Bart, aul 4s abſent; ſays 
| He avas there a Number of Tears, 
bu bas alted by 3 Deputy or 
915 eight or nine Tears; * cao 
n next upon the Lift are the. joint 
George Montcreeff, 


Seretaries, 


philus Bancon. 1990 
Says M. Montereeff, one of the Se- 


; aud 22 7 1 brought over Wit me Pas . 
pers relating to the Iſland; the other 


Secretary, is there, and has/ 85 
continued there. 10 Sb „ rn 
7 he next upon the Lift i is · be Chef- 


lain, James Auchmuty, ho 15 
; "Ho 


alem, 920 


TIM 


He lived there for a confiderable 
Number of Years,and has been abſent, 
to the beſt'of wy Remenbraries, about 
eight Years. © 5 
The next upon * Lift us he Cap- 
10! Bain 97 the Ports, Robert Framp- 
ton, ah abſent, jay WT 
This is a Gentleman Fibver 
faw, and who never was in the Iſland. 
297) Wuat is his Duty 93 U 42 
,. His Duty is to lock the Gates 
of the Fort, and bring the Keys to 
the Cominanding Officer at Night, 
and to © open them in the Morning; 
which is now done by the Adjutant of 
hs Party ont Ted cx m0 ai T 
ove." Do you know where he is, or 
thing of him? bag Eur 8 4 
= No, Edo not. 
Qin How long has he bad this Of- 
3 ness S113 ww 36d I 21 n 
4H. He ſucceeded oh! Dubbo)! to 
the beſt of my Remembrance, & abdut 
two Tears ago. 8 ( icnbni / neo 
9: What3s his Sulf yo Pay p. 
919097 82 4 1 
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AL believe. it is a Crown a Day: I 
can't be poſitive; but I think it is ſo- 
Ile next upon the Lift is the Pro- 
voſt — James Calbe, aue 
„ rglent. J 

— The nent in the Signal Man, John 

Caſtillio, who. 5s preſent, 91 
. The, next, upon the; Eiſt are the four 
Officers belonging to the Fort., 
St Anne, v2. George Montcre 
Hort Mayer 3 5 Giles — 
0 Adjutant; Culmore Oockerel, 
Surgeon, , and Daniel Cabroll, 
| Surgeon's Mate, | robo are fend, 
9981 * 13 I! 1 wil not $7 f os TT 12 *F 
Tk; us Fort is the Place where the 
Fortifications, were deſigned to have 
been made; and hid they been mage 
in this Place, I will, venture to ſay 
20, 00 Spantards.icould not haue ta- 
ken it: That was the Reaſon of there 
being 2 Staff Fopoſed ſor the Fort, 
which is at preſent no more than a 
broken Windkill, and. no Houſe nor 


Cones bor a Man to! lie in; a Place 


FK 8 where 


[1 28%} 


where I put a Man te boiſt à Flag 
when any Ship ap Fase off the Iflang. 

. Whether if the Petſens belong- 

ing to this Fort had beep upon the 

Iſland, they might not have W . of 
UG. the other ert 

A. They would have been as ſo 
many Supergumeraries; and a Place 
that is beſieg d cannot be the weakex 
for having: a Supply: ef 4 Surgeon: and 
3.Surgeon's: Mate. 

What goes the Pey of thoſe 
four Officers gmount to 5 e 
cant upon Memery tell that 
directly; your Lordſhips may have 1 it 
from the 17 nr chice. 
Whether thoſe Olper would 
have boea|obliged-to afliſt in defend- 
ing the other Fort, if it had been at- 
6 0, and would hae been ander 
Four Command f 
27H. underſtand. that wy Eſta- 
hliſhment there is under my Command, 
and if the Place had es thy attack d, 
they would have been as much oblig d 
SH >. to 
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to! defend qu © they gold Fer: bt 
Ain o 445 qide Ins 020 
The heut upon the Tiff tis the: 
od? "vers belonging to Hrt St Phi 
i9 vi. the Lientenunt? Gov * 
Major-Genera al [Roger Handafſyd/ 

ot b 75 abſent, "ſays 5 Lo 
2-T'doh tknow we 4 n Leave he's 


— 


abſent: . Mt 2d: 301i Q gate et 38d 
5 "A How long Alwe des abſent ? 
. I believe he has Hot been there 

* a Number of ' Yeats, 151 
| I next upon the Tiff 45 the Fort. 
Major, Peter Dumas, 20% ig ab- 
| - ſent, ſays; Who. 100 / e * 22110 
He came to En glind about ſix Weeks 
ago, and he never Was from the Iſland i [ 
Fince it was in the Poſſeſſion of the NF 
Debs above thtee or four Months. 43 
72:9. Whether you know any -F 
K Reaſon he had for coming 
"over; or whether the Above was given 
him for Time; and whether he's not 
now upon his Return Ou Ul Bas 
Da Ido dam 260290 gust bigouw (ood 


04 A. He 


— „. ... > — —_—_——_—_—_—_—, 
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A Herhad; as I underſtand, the 
King's Leave to come over, and is now 
N or going to the Iſland again. 
. -Whether-you know the Reaſon 
pf, hys coming ent 220 byork bank 
A. I don't know the Reaſon, ot 
than that he brought his Wife. an 
Family into Eyglaud, to ſettle them 
"Th EB 91% £15 «the Lyon. 1 . 
next upon the - 
tant, An, Morris, chu; Fm 
[He is there; and bas been there 
+ 2 Ws J 
he next #54 geon, ott, 
abo 10 , 12418941 
7M 1 18 the only erſon in the Liſt 
that I did give Leave to come to Exg- 
land, and porn to have return'd be 
_ no W. „eee 01 
85 ohe next is tbe Surgeon. s, Mate, Jo 
nathan Elder, avho: 8 preſent. {5 
. What ig your gecruiting Fund 
in Min? 10 x 008 15%; 
A. The recruiting: Fund 4s the Fu 
e. that of the Troops in England, 
10 which 


24 I 
which is to Warrant Mien upon the 
Laſt; eee ron to Noc. 
1 ock; o Snliog 10, 15D 

NN — iarl it's poſſible this 
Fund ſhould be: faſficienr: to com- 
owe the Regiment??? 

I — uainted their Lord- 
ſhips with — Difficulty and Ex- 
ce the Gentlemen are at in Re- 
cruting the Troops in that Ifland; 
an Officer in Hugland can have a 
Man for IO which would Coſt a 
Captain in the Iſland 10 or 171. 
11: How many Years have the 
Regiments: in Minorea been there, 
Wiler being relieved? © 

A There are two ef the Regi- 
0 in the Iſland, that have beeh 
there five or ſix and twenty Years; 
there are two others that have been 

there 15 or 16 Lears; my Regi- 
ment his Majeſty was pleaſed to 
| order over about four Years ago. 
| Q. Whether vou are not con- 


| vinced, that this is not — 
A: 
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of the Regiments; and whether 
the Keeping the Regiments ſo long 
there has not been of infinite De- 
triment to the Service ? 

A. I think it has. 

Q. Whether there have not We 
many melancholly Inſtances of the 
Deſpair of the Soldiers in thoſe 
Regiments? 

A. Les there have. 

Whether you had not Direc- 
tions to write to the Iſland to ac- 
quaint them, That the Regiments 
would be relieved, one Regiment 
every Lear, till the whole were 
relieved, and whether you did not 
repreſent that that wou d be ſatis- 
factory? 

9 did write to o the mm 
ing Officer of the Iſland, that he 
might acquaint the Troops that his 
Majeſty was determined to relieve 
one Regiment every Year, which 
my Lords I am fatisfied would put 

D "YN Stop 


— — 


abe vi © Wy 595 Kue IT! N 
Stop to and 0 a 28 have 


Ippend. and be ſatis Kehr 190 
&. What Time was that 0 


wrote? of 3ft 1 24185 { 

tad. II wrote, that Letter about 
nine Months ago e n uo 
».2; Whether any Regiments hay YE 


ZINN gone thither ſince, and he her 


you know of any that is going to 
embark 2, i 0404-407 181 2 W 2 


L L have been, to a lately that 
tyo Regiments will be ſent, one to 
relieyg A Regiment at, Gor ra, GE 
and another 30 relieve one 

norca, but none; axe, gone it 1 
N Jou are defied * e 


the Houſe, with ſome of the In- 


ſtances of Deſpair in che Alten, 
and whether they have been fre- 


Went 7 % L Lili flinwy „ 201 416 
- A. There, haye, been a | $opc 
many; Inſtances. of Soldiers, Hal, 


that Iſland ſhooting off their 


and ſome of them ſhooting off their 
Feet, 
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8 and os 100ting 1 themſelves 
tht . N d, of thöſe that 
Häve been tlleé kön geſt there; by 
which your 3 will obſerve 
they ' will ahcdpabiche themfelves 
from earning their Bread at Hoe 
rathef than continue there. 
How lately were you told 
that two Reginicnts were to be 
| ſent from hence, one to Cabral, 
and the other to Minorca? 
A. l think it was about a Month 
ago that I Heard 10. 
. Who was it that told you? 
24. I heard it from the Lords of 
His Ma efty's Couneil. Nr 
. Did not you attend at a Com- 
mittee 0 Council about three 
Weeks Ago, touching Aﬀairs'telat- 
* * Tay 2013 I BD; 
long have thoſe Acci- 
0105 THO Kren dent? 021 
A Theſe Accidents were frequent 
before Thad the Honour to Com- 


1 
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8 in the Iſland; and ſeveral of 
them have happened ſince I have 
been there. 
Q. Did not you repreſent this 
ſome Time before you left the 
Iland, in your Correſpondence 
here ? 4 
A. Upon my Word I cannot be 
poſitive, but I think I did. 


He was directed to withdraw. 
28 January. 


The Order of the Day being read 
for reſuming the adjourned Debate 
which aroſe Yeſterday upon a Mo- 
tion made in Relation to the Offi- 
cers who are abſent from Minorca, 
and for the Attendance of Major 
General An ſurut her; 
Who attending accordingly was 
called in, and being Sworn, was 


ſnewed the Liſt of the ſeveral Offi. 


cers upon the Eſtabliſhment of 
Minorca, whereby it appears what 
Num- 


4 [ 29 J 
Number of them are abſent, and 
the Nature of their reſpective Offi- 
ces, and was deſired to give the 
Reaſons (as far as he knew) which 
occaſioned their Abſence, _ -. 

And having given a particular 
Account of this Matter, was exa- 
mined further in general as to the 
State and Condition of the ſaid 
Iſland, and the Number and Con- 
dition of the Forces there, and 
other Matters. 


And being withdrawn, 


The Propoſition made Yeſterday 
was again Stated, and a Queſtion 
being put thereupon, 


It was reſolved in the Negative. 
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A Motion was made, That it ap- 
pearing to this Houſe that the Go- 


vernor and Lieutenant Goyernor 
| of 


639 9 


of the Iſland of Minorca, and th 
Lieutenant Governor of Fort & 
Philip, and ſeveral other Officers 

upon the Eſtabliſhment” there, arc 
now abſent from the ſaid Ifland,'to 
the manifeſt Prejudice of the pub- 
lick Service; Reſolved that an Hhum- 
ble Addreſs be preſented to = Ma- 
jeſty, Sc. to give Directions, thit 
the Officers upon the Eſtabliſhment 
who are abſent, as aforeſaid, do fort h- 
with repair to their reſpective Poſts, 
and that his Majeſty, out of His 
Royal Care of ſo important a Place, 
will be pleaſed to give the ſtricteſt 
Orders, that for the future to pre- 
vent any ſuch Prejudice to the pub: 
lick Service, ſuch'a Number of the 


ſhall be ſufficient to perform the 
Services belonging to the ſaid Eſta- 
bliſhment, be conſtantly reſident 
on the Place. 


The ſame was agreed to. 
FOES na PRO. 


Die "ON 2 8 Fahy, 1711 I. 


Tt HE. Order 0 of the Diy „ being 
read, re ſulting the #il}ourn'd 
75 55 ed roſe Yeterday, 

oh 4 Fl hen. made 7 the 
22 Jellowi ng (ig.). 


cc © Ab its pears toni Atte by the 
« Lit af f the Officers belonging 
cc to the Eſtabliſhment of Minor- 
ce ca: That out of Nineteen Of- 
“ ficers, only one Adjutant, one 
„tte jolnt Secretaries, the 
h _ Provoit v Marfflal, and one or 
© gebn's 'Mate, and the Sign 
W Man, are attending der a 
ny ty in the Iftarg: IJ 18 the 
big * Opinion' of this Houſe, that 
tlie Permitting fo many Off. 


"oof, ew be an in Tithe of 


pro- 
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5 profound Peace, would be a 
F great Neglect of the publick 
| Service, tending to he De- 
5 ſtruction of military Diſcip- 
ine; but that the ſuffering 
them: to be abſent in Time of 
| War, ata ſuncture, when the 
Alland of Minorca has been 
| e * threaten d with an Invaſion 
DE « from the Spaniards, renders 
0 the Pofleflion of that impor- 

* tant Place pecarious, and is 

1 * highly injurious to the Honour 

and Intereſt of theſe King- 


1 e * doms. . 


And allo, 


þ «A Motion for the Attendance of 
„ Major General Anſtruther; 
e who attending accordingly was 


% 
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—— ä 


— 2 
— — — 


— - ——— —— — — 


— 


— ——— ͤ »Zͤa’.ſ — —ä — — —— 
——ꝓZ2J— — ——— — 
— 


— 
* 


4 calld in, and having been 0 
| by Sworn, the Laſt of the Offi- 4 
ec cers belonging to the Eſta- g 


. bliſhment "of Minorca, laid 


« before this Houſe the 20th 
| Inſtant, 


l * 
1 [- we” # 
[ - ; . 0 
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ce Inſtant, diſtinguiſhing which 
*© of them are upon the Place, 
e and which of them are abſent, 
* was ſhewn to him, and he was 
* directed to give an Account of 
* the Perſons abſent, the Nature 
*© of their Offices and Employ- 


7 „ ments, and the Reaſons of 


© their being ſo ablent; and 
© having given an Account 
e thereof, was examined further 
in General as to the State and 
Condition of the ſaid Iſland, 
the Number and Condition of 
* the Forces there, the Manner 
© and Method of Recruiting, 
and other Matters; 


Aud then he aunsdivefted fo with- 


* dramyg And the foregoing Motion 
f made Je ſterday being inſiſted ou, 
4 e : Aﬀer en,, 


The Queſtion was put thereupon, | 
| And it was Reſolved in the Negative. 
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Di iſentient: 


1. Bias We conceive, That as 
| the dir hn in the former 
Part of the Queſtion, ar d plainl 
from the Parr laid bets bh 5 
by the proper kr Officer and neither was 
nor could be controverted by any one 
Lord. The Cenſure contain d in the 
latter Part of the Queſtion was not 
only Juſt, but as Gel as fo evident 
a Neglect of ſo important a Place, at 
ſo critical a Time could poſſibly allow. 
The Principal, if not the only, Argu- 
ment made uſe of by thoſe "bs. = 
oppoled the Motion was, That the 
Cenſure was General, and pointed at 
no particular Peron which we rather 
prehend to be a Proof of the juſ- 
fat and Moderation of that Cenſure, 
as it could then only light upon the 
Guilty whoever they were; and we 
are inclined to believe, that had the 
Cenſure been applied to any particular k 
Perſons, the contrary Argument would 
have been beck and the Injuſtice of 
5 a par- 


| .. 

a particular Cenſure, without Proofs, 

L ſounded high, tho' poſſibly, at the 
ſame time, the neceſſary Means of get- 
|: ting at thoſe Proofs might have been 
rendred difficult; That out of Nine- 

= teen Officers paid upon the Eſtabliſh- 
4 ment of Minorca Fourteen were ab- 
ſent, among whom were the Governor, 
the Deputy Governor, and the Gover- 
nor of Fort St Philip, was a Fact diſ- 
puted by none, tho the ſlighteſt Cen- 
ſure of it was oppos d by the Majority 
of the Houſe, We therefore hope, that 
Peoſterity, to whom We thus Appeal, 
will not only approve of our Conduct 
in this Motion, but will likewiſe, from 
the ill Succeſs of it, find Reaſons to ex- 
cuſe our not attempting many others 
of the like Nature. 8 
2. Becauſe, when we conſider the 

tender Apprehenſions of the Admi- 
niſtration for the Iſland of Minorca in 
the Year 1740, when, upon Informa- 
tion receiv'd, that a few Troops were 
marching to the Coaſts of Catalonia, 
and a few Tartanes aſſembled in the 
Port of Barcelona, Orders (poſſibly ob- 
E 2 {cure 


i 
ſcure from that Precipitation which 
the Emergency requir d) were ſent to 
our Admirals in the Mediterranean to 
provide immediately for the Defence 
of that Iſland, even by going there 
with their whole Force if neceſſary. 
By the Execution or Miſtake of which 
Orders, the Saniſh Squadron was ſuf- 
fered to ſail from Cadiz to the Meſt 
Indies, to the imminent Danger of our 
Fleets and Poſſeſſions there. We can- 
not well account for that profound 
Security in which the Adminiſtration 
ſeem'd to be the laſt Year, with Re- 
gard to that valuable Poſſeſſion, when 
an Embarkation of fourteen or fifteen 
thouſand Men, and above two hundred 
Tranſport- ſhips was publickly prepar- 
ing at Barcelana, and conſequently 
within four and twenty Hours Sail of 


Minorca, which Embarkation. ſoon 


after went undiſturb'd to. Italy: Bat 
we fear this inconſiſtent Conduct may 
71ve too much Credit to Infinuations 

tely ſcatter'd in the Publick, that 
the Britsp Miniſters were as. fe- 
cure that Minorca would not be at- 

TT. -- tack'd 


L 
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tack'd by the Spaniards, as the 2 
niſh Miniſters were that their Embarka. 
tion would fail to Italy undiſturb d by 
our Squadrons in the Mediterranean. 

3. Becauſe it appears, That about 
the ſame Time that Major General 
An ſtruther left that Ifland, ' by Leave 
from the Secretary at War, which was 
on the 15th of February laſt, Admiral 
Haddoc informs the Secretary of State, 
in a Letter of the 1oth of the ſame 
Month, that by the lateſt Eetters 
from Mr Conſul Birtles, he mentions, 
« That a Spaniſh Embarkation 15 ac- 
«. tually intended, aud tho the ft 
« Defign was on a ſudden drop d, the 
“ laſt Intelligence declares the ſame to 
* be rehewd agen; which Infor- 
tion, we conctive, was fufficient to 
have excited greater Apprehetifions for 
the Danger of that Iſland, than ſeein 
to have been entettained; ſince no one 
Step appears to have been taken thẽte- 
upon for its Defence, or any Leave of 
Abſence recall d; but the whole Go- 
vernment was ſuffer d to devole to a 
Lieutenant Colonel of one of the Re- 
giments there. | 4. Be- 


+4  * 

4 Becauſe it appear d by the Exa- 
mination of Major General Auſtruther 
at the Bar, that when he left Minorca, 
about the 15th of February laſt, above 
ſeven hundred Men were wanting to 
complete the Regiments there, and 
near the ſame Proportion of Officers 
_ abſent : That the private Soldiers were 
ſo uneaſy at having been there ſo long, 
that many deſtroy d themſelves from 
Deſpair, and many maim'd themſelves 
to get diſcharg'd. That ſhould the 
Ifland be attack'd, the Inhabitants 
would, in his Opinion, certainly join 
the Spaniards : That in his Opinion 
too, that Iſland was always in Danger 
when our Enemies were ſuperior in the 
Mediterranean, which has been for 
ſome Time, and is ſtill the Caſe. All 
which Circumſtances concur to prove 
the Danger, the Neglect, and the Juſ- 
tice of cenſuring ſuch a Neglect at ſuch 
a Time. © | | 8 
5. Becauſe it was ſaid in the De- 
bate by thoſe whoſe high Stations 
beſt enable them to know, That 
a general Relaxation of Government, 
8 ; and 
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and Abuſes of this e w_ 
the Vices of the o 4 
melancholly Truth] which We con- 
ceive 1s ſo far from being an Argument 
for Impunity, that it evinces the Ne- 
ceflity, at leaſt, of cenſuring ſuch as 
We can attain to the Knowledge and 
Proofs of. And indeed We have but 
too much Reaſon to believe, that the 
ſeveral Abuſes committed in the ſeve- 
ral Branches of the Government, un- 
puniſh'd at leaſt, if not conniv d at, 
have alread y produc d Effects too fl | 
fibly felt by this Nation; which A- 
buſes, from the Nature of Things, 
neceſſarily multiply themſelves, and if 
not ſpeedily check d, muſt ſoon forge 
a Chain of reciprocal and criminal 
Dependancy, too ſtrong for even the 
Authority of this Houſe to break, too 
heavy, for the Conſtitution to bear: 5 
6. Becauſe the Motion for an Ad- 
dreſs offer d in Lieu of this Queſtion, | 
in which the ſame Fact is ſtated in 
its full Extent, but without the leaſt 
Cenſure annex 2 to it, is, in our Opi- 
nions, not only unprecedented, but 
| incon-⸗ 
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inconſiſtent with the Honour and Dig- | 


nity of this Houſe, as it may ſeem 
calculated to ſereen the Guilt it avows 4 


and as it may be thought to intimate 
future Impunity for publick Crimes, if 
ballanc'd by private miniſterial Merit. 
Artifice may elude Enquiries, or pre- 
vent Detection; Lenity may cenſure a 
Crime, yet ſpare the Criminal; but 


Mankind, we fear, may be at a Loſs 


to account from what Motives ſo cri- 


minal a Neglect . fully ſtated, provd 
and admitted, could . eſcape with⸗ 
out Cenſure; or may aſcribe it to 
ſuch as would affect the Reputation, 


and conſequently leſſen the Authority 


* 


_ ofighis Houſe 7 
Sandwich * Cobham Weſtmoreland _ 


Dunk. Halifax Ward Thanet- 
Greenwich 
Carli. 

Shaftsbury 
Northampton 


Manſel 
Chee D 


Ailesbury fe Clifton 
Falmouth Nic. Lic. & Co. Macclesfield 
Craven | Suffolk Bedford 
Talbot Haverſham 


Abingdon Herkley of Strat 


